Loves Park Elementary, Loves Park, IL 
On October 1, 2011 Loves Park Elementary held their first "Farmers Market". This was not a traditional farmers market, as there was no produce for sale. Instead, the students provided nutrition information and samples of interesting produce for students and staff at the school. All 380 students were involved as each classroom selected one or two fruits and vegetables to feature at the market. The students prepared for the market by researching their produce items and gathering interesting facts and nutrition information. At the market the students presented their findings on posters. They also had samples of their items for taste testing. The students presented 20 varieties of fruits and vegetables including some they had never tried before: mangos, avocados, sugar snap peas, raspberries and nectarines. They also had an opportunity to prepare and sample guacamole and hummus! 
The Farmers Market is one of the projects stemming from the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Grant Loves Park Elementary received this year. Through this grant, students are enjoying fresh produce twice a week, learning about the nutritional benefits of eating a variety of fruits and vegetables, and engaging in fun projects like the Farmers Market. They feel it has been a wonderful opportunity to expose the students to new fruits and vegetables each year. 
Congratulations to Loves Park Elementary for being a shining example in support of student health and wellness in Illinois!
